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The Solar Alliance l is a national trade association of solar photovoltaic (PV) 

manufacturers, integrators, and financiers dedicated to accelerating the deployment of solar 

electric power in the United States through state-based policies. The Solar Alliance appreciates 

the opportunity to provide the following comments on the Staff Draft Guidebook (5 th Edition) on 

Renewables Portfolio Standards Eligibility (Draft Guidebook). The Solar Alliance presents the 

following limited comments: 

(1) Certification of Distributed Generation Facilities as RPS Eligible 

The current edition of the Guidebook provides that: 

Other than the exception noted below, the Energy Commission will certify 
distributed generation facilities as RPS eligible only if and when the CPUC 
authorizes applying tradable RECs toward RPS obligations. 

In Decision 10-03-021 the CPUC "authorize[d] the procurement and use of tradable renewable 

energy credit (TRECs) for compliance with the California renewables portfolio standard (RPS) 

program." Accordingly, the CEC Staff has revised the guidebook in a manner which renders 

distributed generation facilities as RPS eligible, allowing for a value to be placed on their 

renewable attribute: 

With the adoption of the fifth edition of this guidebook, the Energy Commission 
has determined that all grid-connected renewable electric generation facilities 
may be certified as RPS-eligible, including generation serving onsite load, if all 
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generation based on a meter with an independently verified accuracy rating of2 
percent or higher accuracy.6 

The difficulty in attaining such a standard for smaller solar generators (those generators 

receiving an up-front rebate, or EPBB rebate, for systems less than for 30 kW) has been 

previously recognized. 7 Thus, for example, the California Solar Initiative program allows such 

small solar generators to meter using 5% accuracy for inverter-integrated meters, which are 

required to be tested to a metering accuracy specification developed by the California Public 

Utilities Commission and the California Solar Initiative Program Administrators. If different 

standards were to be imposed upon the system, it could lead to duplicitous and redundant 

metering systems on the same system at additional cost to system owners. The Solar Alliance 

thus requests that the CEC Renewables Guidebook be modified to allow 5% accurate inverter-

integrated metering for renewable generators of30 kW or smaller as the minimum metering 

requirements for tradable renewable energy credit certification, so long as these meters have 

been tested and certified to the CSI Program's 5% metering accuracy test specification. 

(4) Categorization of Pipeline Biometbane 

The CEC is currently reviewing the RPS eligibility requirements for pipeline biomethane 

and states that it may propose revisions to these requirements after consideration of public 

comments and input from technical staff. 8 In reviewing the appropriate RPS eligibility 

requirements for pipeline biomethane, the Solar Alliance submits that the CEC bear in mind its 

statutory obligation to determine the appropriate renewable product categorization for publicly 

owned utility transactions involving pipeline biomethane pursuant to PUC §399.16(b). 

6 Draft Guidebook at p. 66 
7 See California Public Utilities Decision 07-07-028. 
8 Draft Guidebook at p. 30. 
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GHG emissions associated with electrical generation within the state. I I Relative to in-state 

bundled resources, pipeline biomethane does not provide the same benefits to California. The 

intent of the product category limitations is to ensure the greatest benefit to California from RPS 

procurement and to limit procurement of eligible resources that cannot provide those benefits. 

Accordingly, should the CEC detennine that pipeline biomethane should retain its RPS 

eligibility, then such transactions should be appropriately categorized under PU Code Section 

399.16(b)(3). 

(5) Definition of Distributed Generation 

The revisions to the Guidebook include a clarification to the definition of a distributed 

generation facility. Thus, such a facility is now defined as "a small-scale electricity generation 

facility that is interconnected to a distribution network and is generally 20 MW or smaller." The 

distributed generation facilities "may serve on-site load or off-site load or both.,,12 The Solar 

Alliance supports this clarification, believing that qualification that the facility be interconnected 

to the distribution network more accurately captures a primary benefit of distributed generation 

of avoiding certain generation and distribution needs by being located near a load center. 

Conclusion 

The efforts of the Energy Commission Staff in revising the Guidebook for Renewable 

Portfolio Standards Eligibility are greatly appreciated. The Solar Alliance submits that the 

changes requested above should be made and the revised guidebook expeditiously issued. 

3326/003/X1332 14. v I 

II PUC §399.11(b)(l), (3), and (4). 
12 Draft Guidebook, Glossary of Tenns. 
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